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Constant follow up of regulatory framework
Engie Laborelec support to project developers and certified entities

More than 20 years of following up the evolutions of the sustainability criteria for bioenergy, in 

Belgium then the EU

Including: REDII, REDIII, EUTR, EUDR, EU-ETS, etc.

Engie Laborelec biomass team active in SBP (Standard Committee members) since 2018

Involved in other certification schemes (ISCC EU, FSC, PEFC, CertifHy, etc.)

Team of 3 colleagues involved in regulatory activities, based in Linkebeek (Belgium)

Our Biomass Regulatory activities include:

• Following the existing and future legislative framework & communicating 

• Building tools to support compliance journey of various projects

• Accompanying certification pathways of clients (internal Engie and external) – various type 

of profiles (biomass producers, traders and end-users)

GHG calculations (RED) 

Communications and tools

Audit readiness and handbooks
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Support to biomass end-users (CPCU)
Engie operated co-firing bioenergy CHP in Paris

CPCU: biggest district heating network in France – city of Paris, since 1927

In 2024: total of 3,3 GWth installed → 7,5 millions tons steam produced

8 heat production sites + underground distribution network of >500 km to 

supply 1 million inhabitants

2023 - now: Laborelec supporting certification of CPCU against 2 different RED 

certification schemes (solid biomass & biofuels): 

SBP (woody solid biomass) – majority of the biomass volumes consumed

ISCC EU (non woody solid biomass & biofuels)

Support in traceability and chain of custody, preparation of GHG calculator, 

preparation of audit requirements (handbook), internal auditing, trainings, etc.

https://www.cpcu.fr/

https://www.cpcu.fr/
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RED certification for EU-ETS compliance

Obligation for end-users biomass plants above 7,5 MWth (formally 20 MWth) to use RED-certified biomass for the Member 

State to claim it as renewable

Biomass complying with RED sustainability & GHG emissions savings requirements can be zero-rated in the EU-ETS 

What is the justification of the zero-rating? Principle of carbon neutrality of biomass: if RED sustainability criteria are met, biomass is carbon neutral, ie. carbon contained 
in biomass is entirely compensated by the growth of the forest stand. Hence, carbon emissions from biomass combustion should not be taken into account in ETS system.

All other indirect emissions: taken into account in GHG emissions savings criteria (RED Article 29(10))

Accelerating the decarbonisation of combustion assets 

→ since the introduction of biomass in combustion (2016), CPCU reduced its direct GHG emissions by 23% (2023 vs. 2016)

→ As from summer 2024, CPCU’s former coal boilers working now on 100% on SBP-certified biomass

Sustainability certification is crucial to combustion activities
The case of CPCU

Sustainability 

criteria

GHG emissions 

savings criteria
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SBP for strong sustainability commitments

On top of ensuring RED compliance, being an SBP certified supply chain offers additional advantages, including

→ SBP goes beyond regulatory compliance: stronger sustainability criteria than the ones in the RED – offering 

stronger biomass sustainability assurances to stakeholders (ex: City of Paris) and civil society, inhabitants

→ full transparency on the communication of data for energy consumptions and emissions (Standard 5 and 6): 

communication of all energy consumption data from biomass producers to end-users, allowing to make detailed 

GHG emissions calculations (for RED or other regional reporting obligations)

Sustainability certification is crucial to combustion activities
The case of CPCU
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Other Engie Laborelec services for biomass industry
Download our brochure!

link

Contact us 

biomass.laborelec@engie.com

esther.bustillo@engie.com
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https://www.laborelec.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Laborelec_Biomass-activities_2024.pdf
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