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25 January 2018
Stockholm, Sweden

WBA promotes sustainable bioenergy development in Abu Dhabi 
The International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) organized its 8th Annual General Assembly in Abu Dhabi during 13 – 14 January 2018. The Assembly is the supreme decision-making body and brings representatives from private sector, civil society and other international organizations to reaffirm the global agenda for accelerating the global energy transition. The Assembly also decides on the Work Programme and Budget for 2018 – 2019. World Bioenergy Association (WBA) is an observer organization and participated in the session. 

In WBA opinion, such global meetings are the perfect place for various stakeholders to exchange views and share information in order to encourage the states, governments and societies to react adequately to the challenge of global warming and ensure the best performance for renewable energy technologies around the world.  

WBA attended the session on Bioenergy for sustainable development. The session highlighted some of the leading global bioenergy initiatives for bioenergy development. The participants were invited to discuss how to coordinate the global efforts with IRENA involvement so as to achieve a meaningful acceleration of modern bioenergy deployment. WBA President, Remigijus Lapinskas, attended the event and presented a proposal for scale up strategies with a speech on Global Bioenergy Development: Success Stories, Challenges and Tools to Scale Up. 

WBA also held concrete discussions with representatives from IRENA, SE4All, GBEP etc. on increasing cooperation among various organization promoting sustainable bioenergy. 

Finally, WBA also attended the World Future Energy Summit in Abu Dhabi during 16th – 18th January 2018. The Summit had more than 33000 attendees from 175 countries with the focus on driving the global energy transformation. 

More information about the IRENA GA is available here: Link

Download the IEA Bioenergy/IRENA/FAO paper on Bioenergy for Sustainable Development here: Link

[bookmark: _GoBack]For more information, please contact WBA: info@worldbioenergy.org 
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